and yet this was to be done before the Masons could begin
to lay the Foundations.
The City having Streets to pave anew, bought, from
the Rubbish, most of the Stone, call'd Kentish-rag, which
gave some Room to dig, and to lay Foundations; which
yet was not easy to perform with any Exactness, but by
this Method.
The Surveyor placed Scaffolds high enough to extend
his Lines over the Heaps that lay in the Way ; and then
by Perpendiculars set out the Places below, from the
Lines drawn with Care upon the level Plan of the Scaffold.
Thus he proceeded, gaining every Day more Room, till
he came to the middle Tower that bore the Steeple : the
Remains of the Tower being nearly 200 Feet high, the
Labourers were afraid to work above, thereupon he con-
cluded to facilitate the Work by the Use of Gunpowder.
He dug a Hole of about 4 Feet wide, down by the Side
of the North-west Pillar of the Tower, the 4 Pillars of
which were each about 14 feet diameter; when he had
dug to the Foundation, he then, with Crows and Tools
made on purpose, wrought a Hole 2 Feet square, level
into the Center of the Pillar; there he placed a little Deal-
box, containing eighteen Pounds of Powder, & no more :
a Cane was fix'd to the Box with a Quick-match, (as
Gunners call it) within the Cane, which reach'd from the
Box to the Ground above, and along the Ground was laid
a Train of Powder, with a Match: after the Mine was
carefully clos'd up again with Stone and Mortar to the
Top of the Ground, he then observed the Effect of the
Blow.
This little Quantity of Powder not only lifted up the
whole Angle of the Tower, with two great Arches which
rested upon it, but also two adjoining Arches of the Ailes,
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